
INTERVIEW 


#1 How do you feel about refugee?


    I’ll tell you a little bit about my background, I have been a teacher in Utica for ten years, 

for refugees who come to Utica. It has been a very amazing experience in my life. I teach 

them English but they teach me a lot more. What I mean by that is the stories that they 

tell, and the culture that they share, and the stories that they have that really opens up 

your eyes to what’s happening around the world. Refugees coming into Utica is a 

wonderful thing because they open stores, restaurants, they buy homes and fix them up. 

So you know there’re some articles, I think it’s in the Syracuse newspaper or maybe 

Buffalo, they just talk about how great they were to have refugees in those cities, and it’s 

great to have refugees in Utica too. What I like the most is all the culture that they bring 

with them. Food, language, clothes. Over the years, my students have to give me clothes 

from their country to wear. They just share so much. And it is just a great experience to 

teach them.


#2 Can you talk about some story that you heard from refugees? 


    I can’t go into too much detailed with a lot of stories because they are a very sensitive 

story. The family is separated sometimes. For example, the mother is here with their 

children, and the father is still in their country. I’ve heard a story of refugees’ family being 

murder in front of them. And the stories all over the news about what is happening in 

Burma. So I mean a lot of stories are just been very very heartbreaking. They are very sad. 

Their very painful stories for them and that is one thing that being a teacher with them for 

so many years that you don’t really want to ask. Like why are you here, why did you come 

to American. because the stories are so horrible and bringing back so many bad 

memories. for the students. For a lot of the students that I teach, war is a big problem. 

And you know family members being killed. It is just some pretty sad horrible stories that 



they have gone through. But when they come to America, they see it as a way to start 

over sometimes. And when I talked to the refugee parents who have children, they always 

talk about how they are here to make life better for their children. They want their children 

to be in the American school system because in their country they heard so many things 

about being educated in America. The children go to school, and the parents go to the 

program that helps them to learn English and get a job. A big employer is the Turning 

Stone Casino, they hire a lot of our students. And Chobani, the yogurt company. All I can 

say is they have some pretty bad stories, and memories never go away, but they don’t 

have to live in fear of the government breaking down their door and murder their family 

members, or children not even go to school. The opportunity to have an education, to 

make their life better. 


#3 Can you tell some stories between you and your refugee students?


    In ten years there have been so many great experiences. Some of them I remember the 

most is when my students took me to temples, and show me their culture and their 

religion. One of my favorite experiences is when they let me try their food from their 

countries. I will never know it if I have never taught them. When the students are able to 

share their culture with me, those are the time that I remember the most. Because they 

are letting me into their world, their religion, language, culture. Like I said before, the 

student will bring me some clothes that they handmade from their country sometimes. 

One story I have to remember the most is, there is a Vietnamese family invite me to the 

temple in north Utica. I have never been to a Buddhist temple before, and I walk in and 

see the most beautiful status and decoration. And then they took me downstairs, and that 

was a vegetarian meal ready. Me, being a vegetarian, that was just so special to be able 

to eat with everybody. I also have been to my student’s wedding. Things are different from 

the American way, it is a great experience to see a different wedding tradition.




The culture, religion, language, and food that they share are the most memorable things 

for me. 


#4 Do you think refugee center is successful? 


    Yes. The refugee center helps the family resettled in Utica, and help them to restart 

their new life in America. 


#5 Do you think Refugee help people who have already live in Utica?


    Yes. Personally, when we can all share cultures in a peaceful way, I think that is one of 

the amazing things. After a few years Refugees come to Utica, when they start to get 

used to America and speak more English, they open up many stores. And some of my 

favorite restaurants have been opened by refugees. We have a ton here. We have a 

Cambodian restaurant, Tai restaurant, Vietnamese restaurant. That’s a good thing. For 

me, I always love to try different food. So I just think they open these restaurants are an 

amazing thing for everybody. this is an opportunity for them since they opening a 

business, and it’s also great for customers because customers have a new place to go 

and experiences new food that they have never tried before. And that proves that we are 

helping each other.


